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International approaches to wetland conservation
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Areas in which at least I AP >
30% of the landscape ! ' . W/ 2

is cultivated - o

More land was converted to cropland in the 30 years after 1950
than in the 150 years between-1700 and 1850

Source: Millennium Ecosystem Assessment
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extensively than in any comparable period of time in human history. This has

resulted in a substantial and largely irreversible loss in the diversity of life on
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Unprecedented change to Ecosyste
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reefs were lost and 20%
degraded in the last several

14 000

12 000

decades
. 35% of mangrove area has .
been lost in the last several 8000
decades 6000,
- Amount of water in .
reservoirs quadrupled since -
1960
. Withdrawals from rivers and 1900 1920 1940 1900 1980 2000

lakes doubled since 1960 Intercepted Continental Runoff: 3-6 times as much
water in reservoirs as in natural rivers
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substantial net gains in human welkbeing and economic development, but
these gains have been achieved at growing costs in the form of the degradatic

of many ecosystem services. These problems, unless addressed, will
substantially diminish the benefits that future generations obtain from
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Driver's impact on biodiversity
over the last century
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Driver's current trends
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Very rapid increase ?
of the impact | Source: Millennium Ecosystem Assessment
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Lake Uromiyeh Basin, Iran

Location of the Lake Uromiyeh Basin and Ecological Zone in lran

\T/—/(/j '@M East Azarbaijan

Kurdistan
Lake Uromiyeh Basin Province
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Introduction

Integrated Water Resources Management

Lake Urmia Basin

in Urmia Lake Basin, Iran

Project Overview /| p

Partners

Reports & Maps >

Lake Urmia (5000 km?) is one of the most important

Events and valuable aquatic ecosystems in Iran, and because
of its unique natural features it has been declared a
Photos National Park, Ramsar site and UNESCO Biosphere

Reserve. The lake is surrounded by a number of
internationally important freshwater wetlands,
including further Ramsar sites. During the last two
decades, pressures on the natural resources of the
Lake Urmia Basin have grown as a result of non-
sustainable human activities (agricultural
intensification, water resources developments,
construction of a causeway through the centre of the
Lake etc.). These pressures have been exacerbated by
a recent period of severe drought. This has severely
degraded the ecosystem, such that its capacity to
deliver social, economic and environmental benefits
is under real threat. Indicators of the severity of the

problem include:

Contact Us

“Wetland Assessme

and Management”

Block B
10 - 14 April 2005

Training Course

“Lake Uromiyeh Basi

more
more
VWETLANDS e — S
@ renmons: JRE—N— P O ailecll
Ivc v = ., ' e e
Lake Urmmia Basin  Project Overview Partners  Reports & Maps Events Photos ontact Us
bmaste

Cepy right (C) 2004 Waler Research Institute Al rights resarved









The CBD Ecosystem Approach
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Integrated management of
land, water and living
resources that promotes
conservation and
sustainable use in an

£ Puts people at the heart of natural resource management

£ Engages the full range of sectoral interests

£ Works at appropriate ecosystenmscale

£ Focuses on ecosystem functionality / provision of services

£ Extends natural resource management beyond protected areas



