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Objectives of the Trust

A To secure the .
preservation, protection, S«
development and 5
improvement of
watercourses in the
Westcountry.

A To advance the
education of the public
In water management.
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Conservation, a potted history

A Fortress conservation (fence and forget)

A Community conservation (find wiwins for
owners of valuable areas)

A Paid Ecosystem Services (PES)
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Case StudyAdyvice on soll testing and optimisation

A\pplying a targeted best fit fertiliser application via soil testing
Antegrating organic muck into your fertiliser regime and composting

Shown to save on averafé93 /year/far
This Is extra money in the pocke
In the estuary and on.the TN Vesteountry
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Case Studylmproved savings associated with collecting & using roc
water in the farm yard

A farm with annual rainfall of
1200mm/yr on a roof of 600t
produces 720fAw at er é

Cost guttering, down pipes, storage
tank, labour

Saving £1130.4/yrwhen used to
replace mains water (SWW rates
2009: £1.57//)

Further savingare realised if you
consider the cost of storing and
spreading clean water that falls on
dirty yard areas, reduced sg
compaction & poIIu OF

reduction




150 Information Sheets

Best Practice
Information Sheet

Recycling water 1S1.2.3

Water on the farm

Why change?

Many farmers have made large

reductions in the cost of their water

supply and disposal of wastewater

by recycling some of the water that

oocurs en the fam. These benefits [

resuit from identifying the water

quality neaded for all operations and

recycling water to meet the needs of

different uses which:

* reduces costs

* protects supplies from overuse

« may allow for expansion of
aperations.

4. Diversification

Steps to success

1. Review the current situation by identifying all the uses of water on the farm such as stock drinking, washing,
and imgation, and then estimate the quality, e.g. mains, and quantities needed for each purpose.

2. Identify potential opportunifies by ascertaining if there is water of a quality that could be recycled for other
purpases. for example:
o o "
»  cooling water
*  rainwater
»  vegetable washings
*  clean yard runoff
unnecessary contamination of water supplies in supply, starage or after initial use by avaiding back
mummpmmgmuﬂsnmmmmm
the development of your business is restricted by ﬁelﬂﬂnrmstnfﬂuﬂmdwﬁmepnhd
mmumwwﬁm
umhryimhemm.sgmmW;b.smmm.smmmm

3. Calculate the costbenefit of these opportunities by establishing the costs of recydiing water such as
collection. transfer and treatment. Compare costs with the potential savings such as reduced use of mains
quality water {approximately 84pim® Ofwat, 2008 depending on where you live), a reduction in waste water
disposal costs (low rate iigafion £1.50/m?). and reduced energy and labour costs. Identify the payback period.

4. Implement the action plan tsking care to raise awareness of water costs with staff and ensure regular checks
for any leakage in the delivery system. Introduce the improvements that are most costeffectve and help
the wider envir

protect water

5. Monitor progress with the recycling of water supplies o ensure that benefits associated with costs. crop yields
and quality are realised.

Best Farming Practices: Profit from Change
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