
PONT Progress 

July 07- October 07

Adeiladu pontydd ~ Helpu natur ~ Gwella tirweddau

Building bridges ~ Helping nature ~ Improving landscapes



PONT Commons Day



Local Grazing Scheme Updates

• Ynys Mon

Cybi Sites

Glegir Mawr/ 

Cemlyn Amlwch sites

Moelfre 

sites

Penmon

Sites

Newborough 

Sites



• Penderyn

• Wentwood

• Tywi Forest



Forgotten Landscapes Project based in the Blaenavon Area encompassing 4 

upland commons.

Ideas in discussion with partnership and Commoners Associations

Cattle  grazing reintroduction by  farmers leasing stock.

Removal of scrub ponies to reintroduce Welsh section A semi-feral hill 

ponies.

Bracken control using stock ,machinery and chemicals.

Traffic calming, signage and information to increase understanding  of 

grazing commons by  locals and visitors alike.

Development of local brand and marketing.

Machinery ring

Commons watch

Importance and history of Commoning.



CCW Uplands seminar

CONSERVATION IN THE WELSH UPLANDS –

THE FUTURE

Maintain stock owners and managers in the local community ,so 

maintain thriving local communities.

Low input locally marketable produce for locals and visitors.

Wildlife and detailed vegetation management through use of stock 

rather than chemicals or machinery, with a reduction  in fossil fuel 

based emissions from stock use 

Carbon sequestration  through appropriate  grazing management of 

peat based habitats.

Soil and water management.

Linking landscape management by stock to food production.

Reinvigorate the strong cultural status of all Wales’s indigenous 

grazing animals.



Events

 



Conservation Grazing Profile.



And Finally……

• Database

• Information Sheets

• Grazing Course



Take this from the viewpoint of the livestock farmer thus: -

Benefits to animal welfare

Benefits to live weight gain

Benefits to taste of meat

Benefits to profit margins

I know that taste and profit margins are the next stage on in the chain 
but if they’re presented up front as the reason for doing things, we 
might attract more support.

How to achieve the above benefits?

Breeds, stock types within breeds* and their special qualities (e.g., 
extra digestive enzymes, suitability for 365 days outdoor rearing etc)

Mixed stocking

Vegetation structure desired in different situations

To shepherd or not to shepherd

When to use ponies

What other capital works (fencing, grids, scrub clearance)?

Case studies



Diolch yn Fawr

Thank you


