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PONT Commons Day
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Report of the Pori Natur a Threftadaeth (PONT) Conference to
discuss the implications of the new provisions within Part 2
(Management) of the Commons Act 2006 to facilitate the sustainable
grazing management of Wales’ commons.
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Adroddiad Cynhadledd Pori Natur a Threftadaeth (PONT) i drafod
goblygiadau’r darpariacthau newydd yn Rhan 2 (Rheoli) Deddf Tir
Comin 2006 i hwyluso rheolaeth gynaliadwy ar bori ar diroedd
comin Cymru.
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Forgotten Landscapes Project based in the Blaenavon Area encompassing 4
upland commons.
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CCW Uplands seminar
HE WELSH UPLANDS -

Maintain stock owners and managers in the local’communitys,so
maintain thriving local communities.

Eew input locally marketable produce for lecals andiVisIters.
Wildlifetand detailedwvegetation management through use efistock
rathenthanichiemicals or machinery, with'a FedUCLIon N fessilfuels 2
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Welsh Mountain

Summary

Sendl, Sghtwoight and thus eal Sor Griting sensitive

wetinng stes. 1o Welsh Mountan pory & sso hardy and

acaphed 10 dokg well on poor quality Sorage. A

fOING T

y husianciry, & in & fairly low-rmainmienance

Drood wit

good! potential for wse In 0 MNge of Conservalicr

grazing stumtons

Hardiness

A hardy, thritty and ade

ke read, well suted to yoor
round conserdation grarng
e Theifty - able to do well anc! musntien condbon yeor

round on poor guaity forage, Howew Mwoght ana
'

Quick to lose n with inacsquate feed. 50 careful
monitonng essential

o Supplementary feed - may be requred by breedng
Tares and in severe weather

o Mardy - sithe 10 withstand extremes of weather Natural
sheber m sufficiert

o Advenirous - ound avaiable s,

.

partioutarty GoRs af

aven when quie

hazardous or treacherous. Takas 2 sensbie camtul

approach i

oaploring

me populations on sallmarsh reman

]

ring Migh tides, thus svaiting 1he rs
faling i rediden dichen. Thess Dorwe sl sopeer 1o harse

jovsdoped A tolerance 1o the salt candent of the plants

o Surefocted ~ appear Cor

o negotiating rocky

aiten, salt s ana Aich systerms.

Physical Attributes and Husbandry

A Sghiwore, Ininy Bickdabie Deoed, requinng mutne husbandry

o Hanghng - farly saty 10 QUIher ane ot unharcled

animals within & pen

0 wral pony breed. weighing approxsmately

o Background -« evolved in e Welah hik and moontan.

iy Nired Doon IMproved” with Amad biood in the 19Ih

cantury, wihch may hove reduced b

o ADDearance - ot

urs

e Hooves -~ has smdl, hard et Unikely

rocky. bard stea, oot 1

0 require foot

care i ket ¢

10 requere

anenton

nofter ground or batler koop
o Lamnis ~ very rare on poor Quaiity koo

Suvrvewr - flakly tolorant of baing Fmects, but may have

Fanner shirs than other native breeds snd o woear

daturbed and restie

-

» when Sies bod ond may

and out Of wirler Bockes 1o oase eritation. Sweed dch

Can oo

o Contavment - standard fencing o usualy adecuule, i

are Siches, howaver, wol able 10 ump and cccasonally

i 10 bether koo

Grazing Characteristics

Good st manienance granng on a range of hattals, bt

unbdy 10 conirol deveiopment of sornut

o  Graong - peeders. grasses, particularly those in a shorier
wenrd, but will also take coarse species. Eats young

Purple Moo grass, Tor-grass and Small.-eeds. Eats

Sweet-grass and Commaon Reed

~ favonrs smatier, butl will sat langer

sedpes oo Jduan et Saw Sedge Ems
Bhamp-lowered Rush, Soft Fush, Biack Bog-rush and
yiher fioer Rustes. it grazing Back Bog-rush n winler

on S0f peat 30es whem the plards ae Not in Wge

HWSH0ChS, the ponies may pull Up the tuft nchaing the

rocts and aver tma greatly reduce s asbundiance, Does
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Do Mo

# 0 autumn and setumed i Sprng

o frowsing < misimal impact. May take some Wy

-
regrowih and some New growth of Gorse during wirer

o Osives - Yelow Flag, Meadowsweet, Bog Asphodel
Bog Myrtle, Orchils, Heutter

o Watlinds - relative Ight woght an sdvantags on

bogQy e

Interaction with the Public

Ushandied ankmals sutable for use on putiic sccess siles

prordded sufcient area = avalable to alow avoeiance of doga

) 10 people - 00 lange shes, # wil gerweally
gnom s avold peogie, partioutarty It unnandied

o Reachon 1o dogs — wariabie ancd may rolate 1o degree of
handing. Can be obivous, Mgy Curious of pofentialy

agitated. Somw dog-related incidents wih groups kept

on cifts. Stallons and e with foals may become
aggressive If threaterwd
o Pubtic porcepbon ~ an attractive breed, genecilly

virwed positively by the pubic 1 negative
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A mamber of the UK Graging Animals Project

Meeting to develop a set of Conservation Grazing Characteristics for the Section A semi-feral
Hill Pony.

Date: Monday the 10" December 2007
Venue: Sennybridge and Maescar Community Hall, Station Road, Sennybridge, Powys LD3
SRR.
Draft Program;
10AM Tea and Coffee available
10.30 Introduction to the meeting - WPCS President Mrs. Liz Mansfield

10.45 Session | Summary Description
11.30 Session 2  Hardiness

12.15 Session 3 Interaction with the public
LOD Lunch - Cawl and sandwich buffet

2.00 Session4  Physical Attributes and Husbandry
245 Session §  Grazing Characteristics

3.30. Final summation and any further questions / discussion.
4.00 Latest to end.

ignposted as the community

Directions- Hall is off the A40 adjoining the village car park. It

centre, id addition to the car park and tourist information. The turning is opposite the

Sennybridge Post Office _. )

Parking — Small public car park is adjacent to the hall, so please car share if possible
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And Finally......

« Database
* Information Sheets
* Grazing Course



Take this from the viewpoint of the livestock farmer thus: -
Benefits to animal welfare

Benefits to live weight gain

Benefits to taste of meat

Benefits to profit margins

| kKnow that taste and profit margins are the next stage on in the chain
but if they’re presented up front as the reason for doing things, we
might attract more support.

How to achieve the above benefits?

Breeds, stock types within breeds* and their special qualities (e.g.,
extra digestive enzymes, suitability for 365 days outdoor rearing etc)

Mixed stocking

Vegetation structure desired in different situations

To shepherd or not to shepherd

When to use ponies

What other capital works (fencing, grids, scrub clearance)?

Case studies
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